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(in Russian with English interpreting)

Scott Polar Research Institute, Lecture Theatre, 
Lensfield Road, Cambridge, CB2 1ER

 This year marks 75 years since the start of the 
Great Patriotic War in Russia on 22nd June 1941. This 
war brought enormous losses to the peoples of the for-
mer Soviet Union – more than 27 million people died, 
of which civilians comprised an overwhelming majori-
ty. Some countries lost a significant part of their pop-
ulation: Belarus lost more than 25% of its population, 
Ukraine over 16%, and Russia every 7th citizen.
 As days go by, fewer and fewer witnesses of those 
tragic times are still with us. Their striking stories and 
reminiscences about the great war are a powerful source 
of wisdom and inspiration; their experience presents 
priceless examples of courage, loyalty and endurance. 
This evening, we have the pleasure of welcoming some 
participants of decisive military events on the Eastern 
Front, such as the Battle of Stalingrad, the Crossing of 
the Dniepr, Battle of Berlin, and the Arctic Convoys.
 They were still in the years of tender youth when 
the reality of war made them go and fight for their moth-
erland, for their homes, and their loved and close ones. 
With remarkable stamina and fortitude did they bear 
war’s perilous hardships, and yet they retained toler-
ance and strong faith in peace, love and understanding 
between all people, as the cornerstone of human life and 
well-being. 
 We are delighted to invite you to meet these ex-
traordinary people, who are visiting us here in Cam-
bridge for the first time ever - in order to share their 
memories with the local community. 
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